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Day 0   13th October  Arrival 

The flight was uneventful, we picked up the minibus quickly at the airport, navigated our way round 

Hania and 40 minutes later were in our rooms in the lovely Spilia Village by midnight.  

 

Day 1   14th October  Marathocephala and the Rhodopou Peninsula 

A later start this morning. After an excellent buffet style breakfast we drove a very few minutes to 

the next village of Marathocephala. Parking by a little church (of course) we could already see the 

pink of cyclamen in amongst the roadside vegetation. We made our way up the tiny road 



photographing many beautiful clumps of Cyclamen 

graecum (Greek Sowbread) of various depths of 

colour. Three perfect spikes of Drimia maritima 

(Autumn Squill) forced their way through the tarmac 

at the bend in the road, and a Buzzard drifted by 

overhead. There was a plenty of Pistacia lentiscus 

(Mastic tree) and spiky Asparagus aphyllus , Smilax 

aspera and Sarcopetalum spinosum (Thorny Burnet). 

We headed along a level track underneath an area of 

PInus brutia (Calabrian Pine). The persistent brown 

sepals on the frequent cistus bushes were appealing, 

as were the twisted seedpods of Lotus corniculatus 

(Birds Foot Trefoil). At this time of year of course, seed 

heads are part of the landscape, and dried golden 

thistles were noted including the stemless thistle 

Carlina corymbosa and Picnomon acarna. A little 

Rustus aculeatus (Butcher’s Broom) was found, 

together with Ephedra foeminea (Jointed Pine), the 

rather sombre green Allium chamaespathum. But 

everywhere Cyclamen! Christine was the first to spot a perfect group of pale pink Colchium pusillum 

by the edge of the track. The track petered out into an olive grove. One tree grew almost around a 

four foot high round boulder, which hosted several large, exposed flowering Cyclamen tubers. Wild 

Olive was noted on our way back to the van and then we were on our way for lunch on the 

Rhodopou peninsula. Dropping down a few hairpin bends we had fantastic views out over the sea 

before arriving at a well-established taverna at the end of the track.  We had a very good lunch of 

assorted traditional Greek salads, chips, fried courgette, tadziki etc, and then there was time for 

David, Christine, Larry and I to have a dip in the sea. The beach was pebbly but once in the water 

was lovely. There were little silver Sea Bream which were nibbling David’s toes, and if one had 

goggles, then there were Rainbow Wrasse here too.  

After lunch we made our way round the base of the peninsula. Our first stop was for fossils – a layer 

at head height in the limestone of the roadside cutting is full of well-preserved fossilised Clypeaster 

starfish. One mostly sees the internal structure of these ancient, bony creatures, fascinating. Then a 

stop for a wonderful swathe of Cyclamen graecum, in an area of dry grasses backed by a stone wall. 

The sun was a little lower and the lighting was lovely. A reasonable number of tiny Euphorbia 

dimorphocaulon were found.  

 

Driving on we came back to the east side 

of the peninsula and again had 

wonderful views over Kolymbari and the 

blue, blue sea. Our final stop of the day 

was at some coastal sand dunes and 

beach, and the first things we saw were 

a number of structures left by the 

conservation body Archelon to protect 

the nests of Caretta caretta 

(Loggerhead)sea turtles from light 



pollution. (The hatchlings are light orientated, and will head for hotel lights in preference to the light 

horizon of the sea) There were a number of good dune species, Euphorbia peplis (Purple Spurge), 

Crithum maritimum (Rock Samphire) Eryngium maritimum (Sea Holly) and Cakile maritima . The 

fruiting pods and leaves of Pancratium maritimum (Sea Daffodil) were everywhere, and by a rather 

disturbed area of the beach we found a lovely patch of these beautiful white, scented daffodils still 

in good flower.  

Supper was in the hotel, and very good. 

Day 2  15th October  Elaphonisi Island and around Topolia Gorge 

 Another glorious day and we were on our 

way to the south coast through some 

fantastic scenery. Olive groves gave way to 

deciduous forest with Sweet Chestnut, 

Plane and White Oak, then colourful maquis 

with Strawberry tree. The road passes along 

the stunning Topolia Gorge, and then we 

began the descent to the coast. Here was 

classic spiny phrygana dominated by 

endemic Thymus capitatus (synonym for 

Thymbra capitata), Verbascum spinosum 

and Satureja thymbra. On nearing the coast 

we dropped into an arid open area with 

scattered Calabrian Pine woodland. 

I tried to wedge the minibus into a tiny bit of shade in the car park at Elaphonisi then we donned sun 

hats and made our way through the sunbeds and over the sand spit to the island. Butterflies flitted 

past on migration. The turquoise, shallow waters looked very tempting. The low dune system was 

dotted with contorted limestone boulders and occasional large old cedars. The Pancratium 

maritimum were in very good shape and a good proportion were in full flower or bud. Such a 

beautiful sight against the rippled sand dunes. Further around the island the ‘pink sand’ of Elaphonisi 

became more pronounced, the tiny pink shells of Foraminifera collecting in drifts in the shallows. 

Large spiny domes with grey green ‘frilled’ leaves were Centaurea spinosa; I think this is the plant I 

failed to identify for Larry on the dunes by Kolymbari. David and Christine stayed to swim, while 

Larry Walter, Mary and I had a short walk through the dunes. The dark green leaves of Silene 

succulenta were so viscous that they had stuck on them a dusting of sand, Inula crinthmoides 

(Golden Samphire) stood out, along with Otanthus maritimus [synonym for Achillea maritima subsp 

maritima] (Cottonweed) the last pinky flowers of Limonium elaphonisicum. Great domes of Thyme 

were lovely, and some of the limestone rocks had patches of bright green Caper. Shoots of 

Euphorbia paralias emerged from beautifully rippled sand. There was a pair of Blue Rock Thrushes 

and a number of Crested Larks, and the little Erhards Wall lizards, the younger ones with blue tails, 

were frequent. The undisturbed sand was a network of tracks from lizard, beetle and hare. In the 

shade of one of the slow growing old cedars (Juniperus oxycedrus var macrocarpa, synonym for 



Juniperus macrocarpa) was the yellow-flowered 

succulent Limbarda crethmoides. [Inula crithmoides is a 

synonym for Limbarda crithmoides].On regaining the 

beautiful beach, Larry and I had time for a dip (thanks on 

my part to a loaned costume from Christine) It was truly 

delightful. There were tiny fish of course; David and 

Christine found a number of baby flat fish where they 

swam. We regrouped at one of the drinks stalls and then 

took the minibus over to an area of Calabrian Pine where 

I parked under the shade of the trees and prepared the 

picnic. We sat on rocks and enjoyed our lunch, or strolled 

round to photograph the views, the sea and some fine 

specimens of Drimia maritima.  

Our drive back was broken by three stops. The first was a 

very brief stop in the woodland to get close to the lovely 

fruiting Arbutus unedo (Strawberry) trees. The second 

was the cave church of Agia Sophia. Walter had been 

checking oleander bushes whenever possible and was rewarded at the start of the walk by finding a 

fabulous Oleander Hawk Moth caterpillar; large, green and with two beautiful blue false eyes. He 

spotted a huge bush cricket close by, too. We all took photos, as did some passing families! Well-

made steps took us up the side of Topolia Gorge to a surprisingly large cave with impressive 

stalagmites. Rock doves made their homes in the roof and on top of the stalagmites. There was a 

little Maidenhair fern, and a little balcony gave us some nice chasmophytes; dried flower heads of 

Allium ampeloprasum, Ptilostemon chamaepeuce (Shrubby Ptilostemon) and Linum arboreum 

(Shrubby Flax).  

The final stop was for a little church at the top of the trail into the Topolia Gorge. Even as we pulled 

up, the Cyclamen confusum [synonym for Cyclamen hederifolium var confusum] clumps could be 

seen above the road. A short walk up the path to the 

church gave us access to some beautiful specimens, as 

well as a very few sweetly scented little Narcissus 

obsoletus (recently split from N. serotinus). There was a 

beautiful collection of dried grasses, thistles and tiny 

allium heads as a backdrop to the flowers below this 

little white church. A fine Myrtis communis (Myrtle) 

bush grew behind the courtyard, and try as we might 

we could not get to the clumps of Cyclamen growing 

out of crevices at the base of the walls of the church, 

though we could look down on them from above. Larry 

Walter and I nipped briefly down the beginning of the 

gorge walk and the cyclamen extended down here and 

there was a lot of Rubus sanctus. There was time to 

wash and brush up before most gathered for the plant 

list, then a five minute drive into Kolymbari for a very 

good meal in a little sea front taverna. Our hostess 

pressed a samples of home-made, non-alcoholic liqueur 

made from Lemon Geranium to her Grandmother’s secret recipe. 



 

 

 

Day Three  16th October  Walking the Sirikari Gorge to Polyrhinnia 

 

Some very winding roads took us up to the start of the 

walk through more amazing, vertiginous scenery. We 

were glad to see a little cloud today. A nice Stonechat 

perched by the side of the road and we stopped for some 

scenery shots of the top of the gorge. The start of the 

walk is steep, dropping down the side of the gorge, but 

very interesting, passing through an area of mixed 

deciduous woodland with Quercus pubescens, 

Strawberry tree and Wild Pear. There was Erica arborea 

and Erica manipuliflora, and a variety of golden, dried 

thistles including endemic Centaurea idaea. A lone red 

boletus was probably Boletus legaliae.  At the old farm 

buildings which are in the process of being restored olive 

groves were being tended and branches removed. A few 

chickens and goats wandered freely. Fig, pomegranate, 

lemon and walnut trees were all fruiting, Calamintha 

nepeta [synonym for Clinopodium nepeta]and Satureja 

thymbra (Summer Savoury) were growing conveniently, too. A huge moth which Mary spotted was 

later identified as – an dark-winged Saturnia pyri (Giant Peacock Moth). Below the building, there 

was a bright splash of colour from some large patches of Sternbergia lutea! Here also were the first 

Cyclamen confusum, with large tubers emerging from crevices in the farm walls. Here I left the group 

and walked back to the minibus, which I drove round to the other end of the gorge through more 

tortuous, winding, scenic roads. The track below the farm contours the edge of the gorge, dropping 

slowly towards the stream. The lower sections are in the gorge proper, with towering cliffs on either 

side and the Plane-tree lined dry stream on the left. A few Narcissus obsoletus were seen, and one 

specimen of Muscari, probably neglectum! There were some gorgeous patches of cyclamen in the 

sand of the dry steam bed, and growing out of every rocky crevice and hole, along with splashes of 

yellow Sternbergia sicula. Butterflies included Common Blue, Wall Brown and a few large Cardinal 

Fritillaries. I walked up the gorge to meet the group again, just as they were photographing a garden 

of Stenbergia sicula and Cyclamen confusum on the top of a house-sized boulder in the bottom of 

the gorge. Overhead were Griffons, Ravens and Buzzards. Though the Griffon Vultures flew in and 

landed on the cliffs, we could not spot the nests this year. One perfect group of Colchicum pusillum 

emerged from the middle of the path, and on the last stretch of the walk leading up to and around 

the ancient pack horse bridge many of the Cyclamen were particularly deep pink. Styrax trees were 

fruiting, beautiful translucent green-yellow flattened spheres. The end of the walk is marked by a 

return to olive groves and a fruiting quince tree. A very handy outdoor picnic area with shade, and 

stone tables and benches is where we ate our picnic, with spinach and apple pies, chocolate cigars, 

fruit, bread, Greek salad, graviera cheese and salami to tuck into. It was most welcome. A short drive 

up the steep hill took us into Polyrhinnia, where Mary and Larry went to look round the Roman 

antiquities of the village, (Larry said the Euphorbia dendroides round the amphitheatre were 



excellent) and the remainder stayed in the Old Cafeneon. Unfortunately it was closed for some 

reason this afternoon, so no fresh lemonade, but we were able to enjoy sitting on the lovely little 

balcony, admire the little gardens and use the facilities (loo and library). 

 

Day 4   17th October  The Omalos and Gonia Monestary 

An hour’s drive took us up to the Omalos plateau 

through some lovely villages including the beautifully 

situated Lakki. Away from the coast the villages are 

noticeably slower paced. We took a track which is part 

of the E4, and were immediately finding new plants. 

Cichorium intybus (Chicory), flowering Centaurea 

calcitrapa (Red Star Thistle), Centauria raphanina the 

endemic C.idaea, and Eryngium campestre (Field 

Eryngium), still green. The whole plateau is overgrazed 

by goats, though the flocks themselves were interesting 

to see and hear, with many carrying varied sizes of goat 

bells. We walked into an area of low woodland 

consisting of the endemic Zelkova abelicea, the endemic 

Acer creticum and goat-sculpted Quercus coccifera. On 

the slopes we found a scattering of Colchicum pusillum, 

much pinker than previously seen, and taller stemmed 

Colchicum cretense, with dark anthers, new for the trip. 

Amongst the Berberis cretica and other spiny things 

were bushes of Daphne gnidioides, not flowering this year. Over various parts of the plateau there 

were numerous persistent spikes of Verbascum macrurum, many with the very tips still flowering. 

The verges were a golden mix of dried architectural thistles. We walked along the quiet road looking 

for bulbs, and though we found some good spots for both colchicums, no crocus were to be seen; 

there had been no rain here since May. On the main part of the plateau there are a scattering of 

trees and small orchards, with large Zelkova and Quercus coccifera amongst heavily fruiting spiny 

pear, apple, persimmon and pomegranate.  Cichorium spinosum was to be seen with a few blue 

chicory flowers, and Ononis spinosa (Restharrow), with its pink two-toned pea flowers.  Griffon 

Vultures and an excitable flock of Ravens were overhead and flocks of Gold Finches on the thistles. 

We had our lunch at the Neos Omalos where we stay on the spring trip; our host Georgos was kind 

enough to let us use his tables outside to picnic with beers and soft drinks from the bar.  

On the return we stopped briefly to check an area by a cave, but other than a little Verbascum 

spinosum and a desiccated Badger there was little new of note; it was so dry. 

After a refreshing break back at Spilia Village we went out at 5.30 to visit the beautiful, historic 

Gonia Monastery, with its fine collection of early religious paintings and Turkish cannon balls 

embedded in the walls. We were eating at Ravthouka this evening, and were lucky enough to just 

catch the wonderful sunset before starting down the hair pins bends to the coast where we had an 

excellent meal of some proper Cretan dishes. A pair of Scops Owls called to each other.  

 

 



 

 

Day 5   18th October     Transfer to Anapolis via Georgiopolis, Kotsifou 

Gorge and Kali Sikia  

The group were ready very promptly and we were 

away by 9.15. Less than an hour later we turned off 

the national road and parked by the spring fed river 

at Georgiopolis. Birds were very limited, with Coot 

and Moorhen, and not even a terrapin to be seen. 

However on the other side of the road we found a 

good number of delicate Spiranthes spiralis.  

The next stop was at the top of the Kotsifou Gorge. 

Walking down we admired the dramatic vertical 

cliffs which almost seem to touch in places. The first 

plant we saw before even getting out of the van was 

a magnificent patch of flowering Origanum 

dictamnus. Other chasmophytes on the cliffs on the 

way down included Verbascum arcturus, Linum 

arboreum, Euphorbia dendroides and Ptilostemon. 

There were some tiny bits of Allium callimischon ssp 

haemostictum but not in good flower. However the 

Sternbergia sicula were good all the way down, even 

in the drainage channel by the side of the road 

where there were good numbers. There was a little rain! At the little chapel unfortunately there 

were extensive signs of digging, but the plunderers had missed several Birarum davisii, and dropped 

one bulb which we replanted. A sand coloured Praying Mantis perched nearby. The Juniperus 

oxycedros ssp oxycedros on the other side of the gorge here were fabulously contorted and very 

photogenic, as was the view down to the coast.  

We drove back up to the superb Iliomanolis taverna for lunch and chose a range of dishes to share 

having been invited into the kitchen to examine huge saucepan after saucepan of delicious dishes. 

The rain came down heavily, so we stayed awhile with a cappuccino and the plant lists before 

moving off. 

Joy of joys! The Kali Sikia to Alones road is now tarmac all the way! I parked the van and we had a 

good look for crocus, but without luck. We needed this rain to have come a few days earlier. There 

were some good rosettes of mandrake. This scenic valley has wonderful limestone cliffs and 

outcrops and scattering of Acer cretica and very large Quercus ilex trees.  

A stop for a little side track to a chapel was much easier from the new tarmac, and we took a few 

minutes to walk down to it. The phrygana was full of flowering Erica manipuliflora, and there was a 

fine Myrtle tree in flower. The views in this valley are very fine.  

Next we continued along the coast road past Frangokastello, stopping by a wet flush which had a 

glorious waterfall of Adiantum capillus-veneris (Maidenhair) and some very large and healthy Pteris 

vittata.  



The roadsides were lined with Chaste trees and 

Thymelaea hirsuta as we made our way through 

little villages and dramatic open countryside to 

Hora Sfakion, where we began the ascent to 

Anopolis via 23 hairpin bends. Ravens and a 

Kestrel were in the skies here. I slowed down to 

check out some little fields… and there were the 

Colchicum macrophyllum. The showy pink flowers 

were scattered and grouped in the red soil and 

between the weathered, contorted limestone 

rocks. Quite spectacular. 

We were in our rooms soon after, and after a rest, 

wash and brush we were settling down to eat a 

superb meal from Popi’s kitchen, surely one of the 

best on Crete, yet in this very no-nonsense 

setting.  

Day 6 19th October Arendaina and 

Anopolis 

After a simple breakfast and lots of coffee we drove the 3 kilometres to the once abandoned village 

of Anopolis. Parking before the Bailey bridge, we walked across the arid landscape of red soils and 

white limestone rocks to the edge of Arendaina gorge. A grove of the Black Pines was a splash of 

dramatic green on the top and descending into the gorge. In amongst the rocks were leaves of 

Aristolochia sempervirens, a little yellow dandelion – possibly Mediterranean Catsear and numerous 

Prospero autumnalis. There was new growth from many Asphodelline lutea and a few persistent 

remains of Asphodelus aestivus. Both Colchicum pusillum and cretense were seen. Towards the top 

of the spectacular donkey track (which used to be the only way in and out of Arendaina) there were 

the first autumn flowering Ranunculus bullatus and 

a scattering of Narcissus obsoletus amongst the 

Ballota pseudodictamnus. Walter’s sharp eyes 

were soon picking up Biarum davisii, many still not 

fully out, some already over. Such a strange little 

treasure! Particularly the group of seven flowers 

and the one large green one! Beginning the 

descent into the gorge I marvelled on the work that 

must have gone into making this magnificent track, 

and wondered once more on its age. Prunus 

prostrata was not infrequent, and Sternbergia 

sicula were scattered most of the way down this 

side of the gorge, amongst innumerable Prospero 

autumnale and a few more Narcissus. Walter 

pointed out a couple of Griffon Vultures circling 

above the bridge. A nice mat forming plant with 

palest pink flowers was Acinos alpinus, and 

towards the bottom there was the lemon-scented 

Thymus leucotrichus as well as the more common 

thyme. Seedlings of Delphinium staphisagria were 



everywhere, and in shadier spots Maidenhair 

Rustyback and Maidenhair Spleenwort ferns.  A break 

for water and biscuits was most welcome at the 

bottom and we were glad of the cloud that the 

morning had brought. Walking on down the dry 

stream bed of the gorge rewarded us with more 

spectacular views before starting up the track on the 

other side. There were trailing bushes of Ebenus 

cretica hanging over the path which all but Walter 

managed to miss!  

This side of the track is sunnier and there were no 

more Biarum or Sternbergias, but the Prospero 

autumnale were brightly coloured and in dense 

patches.  

On reaching the top of the gorge we meandered 

slowly through the old village admiring the ruins with 

splendid arches – these must have been very fine 

houses once – until the final destination was reached 

– drinks at the little café by the bridge. The rocky cliffs just by the bridge had another good – but not 

accessible – population of Colchicum macrophyllum, amongst which butterflies flitted – Common 

Blues, a Brown Argus, Painted Ladies.  

Popi put out a very good lunch for us. After lunch, David and Christine opted to stay and watch the 

rugby quarter-finals, Mary Walter, Larry and I went for a second visit to the Colchicum 

macrophyllum. With the afternoon sunlight they were alive with butterflies and bees, hornets and 

ants. I investigated a nearby field and was rewarded with even better displays of the Colchicum than 

yesterday. Terry Underhill and Dot turned up and I was pleased that we could show the flowers to 

them. A Balkan Green Lizard perched in the 

sunlight was a nice finale. At five, when the heat of 

the day was letting up, we went up to the little 

church above Anopolis. The views from the church 

go over the coast far below with the tiny harbour 

of Loutro, over Anapolis and the mountain of 

Paknes. Many of the hillsides have the remains of 

ancient Anopolis, a mass of tiny field systems and 

houses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 7 20th October To the airport and home.  

A pleasingly uneventful drive to the airport with two new plants for the list, Clematis cirrhosa looking 

very brown, and lots of Heliotropium europaean  on the Aktrotiri peninsula.  

  



The Peloponnese 
 

Autumn Bulbs of Sparta 
 

A Greentours Tour Report 
 

22nd – 29th October 2018 

 

Leader: Kurt Vickery & Oron Peri 
 

Mycanae and road to Gythio 

 

After a relaxing breakfast in the dining room of the lovely Arxontiko Hotel we had barely left when 

Oron spotted a fine specimen of Clematis flammula in very good flower especially for the time of 

year. Photographs were taken and we continued to our first scheduled stop about 15 miles of tight 

hairpins from Kefalari . We knew from experience that there should be Colchicum cupanii here. They 

were indeed but in fewer numbers than in previous years. They were joined by a scattering of Crocus 

cancellatus mazziaricus. The weather was rather cool and cloudy meaning that most of the flowers 

were fairly tightly shut. Oron was asked to explain the structural differences between the two 

genuses and obliged by crouching over and gently blowing into the blooms to reveal the relevant 

parts. Walter whose main botanical passion is Cyclamen wandered off while all this was happening 

and found some fine examples of Cyclamen crassifolium mainly finding refuge in the base of spiny 

shrubs. . A few miles down the road we couldn’t resist a floriferous colony of Erica manipulifolia. 

There was a fantastic specimen of Cyclamen graecum with unusually large and plump flowers 

growing in the exposed roots of an Olive. A quick wander around revealed lots of Prospero 

autumnalis and the wonderful aroma of disturbed volatile oils betrayed the presence of Micromeria 

juliana and Coridothymus capitata. There were also thousand of leaves of Anemone pavonina which 

we speculated must be an amazing sight in the spring. Not much further along the road we found a 

rocky bank festooned with Sternbergia lutea sicula and Cyclamen graeca. There were lots of 

emerging leaves too of Urginea maritima (Apparently this species has been placed in Drimia and 

split into a number different taxa .Those from this part of the world are now referred to by some as 

Drimia numidica – groan!). It was then on to the magnificent archaeological site of Mycaenae. 

Unfortunately it was raining quite heavily when we arrived so the visit was rather short . We did 

however find our first Arisarum vulgare in flower along with the now familiar Cyclamen and 

Sternbergia. Needless to say the characteristic birds were nowhere to be seen. To compensate we 

spent a most enjoyable and protracted meal in one of the very friendly tavernas in the village below. 

The last leg of the journey was through beautiful if wet countryside. We were going to drive non 

stop but a rather urgent call of nature just north of Gythio revealed a fine colony of Crocus boryi. As 

we travelled the last few miles the weather gradually improved and lifted completely just as the 

pretty bay of the town came into view. We just knew we were going to enjoy our stay here! 



 

Monemvasia 

 

We awoke to a fine morning and enjoyed breakfast overlooking the bay. The view enhanced by the 

occasional blue flash of a Kingfisher flying from one side to the other .Our first stop of the day was 

just outside Gythio at a spot overlooking Valtaki beach, where the wreck of the Dimitrios lies just 

offshore in shallow water. We had stopped to look at Narcissus tazetta which were in nice condition 

which isn’t always the case at this time of year. Around and about were Allium callimischon and 

Cyclamen graecum with a few flowering Heliotropium hirsutissimum too. Some of the nearby trees 

were draped in Clematis cirrhosa and on more cliffy habitat Ephedra foemina was abundant. The 

scratchy calls of Sardinian warblers gave them away just as we were leaving. Next stop was just 

outside the town of Sykia where we walked along a boulder strew slope. Here were a lovely 

combination of Crocus goulimyi, Crocus boryi , Colchicum cupanii and Allium callimischon. The 

slightly damp terra rossa between the boulders made a very attractive contrasting background for 

flower portraits of which umpteen were taken. Eventually we reached a pretty white chapel that 

overlooked the surrounding hills. There were some spectacular clumps of multi-flowering Crocus 

boryi here and some very nice examples Coridothymus capitata and the unusual Bugle - Ajuga iva. 

Butterflies were numerous especially Clouded yellow and Wall brown and there was considerable 

excitement when a Plain tiger sailed past. As ever Walter was simultaneously searching for the best 

forms of Cyclamen and Reptiles and reported Snake-eyed skink. Somewhere in the distance we 

could hear a Western rock nuthatch. We spent a bit of time scanning likely looking rocks and 

eventually found one showing very well. The group were delighted to see them as missing them at 

Mycanae was a great disappointment. 

Driving on, we rounded the coast and caught a glimpse of the spectacular fortified peninsula of 

Monemvasia. We would be visiting the town later on so continued down the coast to Agias Foukas 

where a tiny chapel stood in a cemetery atop a small rock in the sea, accessed only by a narrow 

causeway. The charming little harbour just happens to be a perfect picnic spot. Kurt and Oron 

prepared lunch while the group explored the nearby littoral. People gradually drifted back with 

reports of plentiful Narcissus serotinus growing amongst the spiny shrubs that dominated the area 

and lots of splendid male Stonechats were seen. After we had eaten it was time to concentrate on 

the actual reason for coming here – that being it is the Locus-classicus for Colchicum sfikasianum. 

Before any time at all we saw a few growing on crumbly roadside banks. While these were being 

photographed by the many, Celia looked on a hidden bank opposite and found a magnificent multi-

flowered clump and in the base of a fruiting Rhamnus alaternus a huge deep coloured Cyclamen 

graecum that had Walter almost in a sweat!. In the meantime Oron had been determined to find 

more Colchicum and had been searching in an abandoned Olive grove about quarter of a mile back 

from whence we came. It was well worth the effort as he found several perfect plants in a small 

area. The markings on this species are usually only just discernable but one specimen had the most 

spectacular dark tessalation usually only found in species like Colchicum variegatum. It was then on 

to see Crocus goulimyi leucanthus. The medicane of a few weeks previous may have caused 

devastation in so many ways but on the positive side it had created perfect conditions for flowering 

bulbs (OK corms in this case!). It is nearly always a sight to behold the Crocus here but it is no 

exaggeration to say that the myriad blooms of 2018 were quite overwhelming in beauty and scale. It 

took a bit of persuasion to drag people away but we needed to press on. First port of call was the 

huge bank festooned with Cyclamen crassifolium in the village itself. The tubers are so numerous 



here that they end up pushing each other out of the crumbling soil. Oron speculated that some of 

the largest specimens were probably fifty or sixty maybe even more years old. We had spent so 

much time looking at flowers that our scheduled stop at Monemvasia was only long enough to get a 

very welcome coffee before heading back to the hotel 

 

  



Harouda 

 

Today we were heading down the ‘middle finger’ of the Peloponnese towards Harouda. It took 

about twenty minutes of winding roads to get there and within seconds of arriving we found what 

we were looking for. In a very pretty and well-tended Olive grove were the magnificent chequered 

purple goblets of Colchicum bivonae in the peak of condition interspersed with Crocus boryi. Some of 

the old Olives had holes in them and several opportunist Cyclamen crassifolium were growing out of 

them. The margins of the plot were full of Calamintha nepeta that were being attended by all sorts 

of butterflies but mainly ‘Whites’. After half an hour or so we went to the coastal village of Vathi. 

This is home to another Colchicum species , this time Colchicum parlatoris. It may not be such a 

spectacular species as bivonae but it is a multi-flowering species in some cases with as many as a 

dozen blooms from a single bulb-like corm. The temperature had risen considerably and the 

diversity and numbers of butterflies increased accordingly. Several species were nectaring of the 

Colchicums including Pygmy skipper, Common blue, Meadow brown and Large wall brown. Just as 

we were walking away from the Colchicums a Plain tiger sailed past serenely. A bit further along we 

stopped for a colony of Narcissus serotinus. It looked like there weren’t many flowers this year but 

closer inspection revealed that there were hundreds of cryptic green seed capsules and in fact we 

were just a little late for them at this site. In some shadier habitat we found Asplenium ceterach and 

one of the ‘Birthworts’ – Aristilochia sempervirens whilst all the time the air was pervaded by the 

sweet scent of of Smilax aspera. Pushing on we stopped at the ‘Fireman’s memorial’. This is the 

locus classicus for yet another Colchicum – Colchicum psaridis (the name has recently been messed 

with but I reserve the right to retain it) This species is superficially similar to Colchicum cupanii, but 

the main and most obvious difference is what goes on underground … Instead of typical Colchicum 

corms it has what are technically known as ‘sobols’ . These are very strange looking things that look 

a bit like amorphous bronze shiny chicken breast bones. We were treated to many fine flowering 

plants that were joined by countless Crocus goulimyi and boryi as well as Allium callimischon. Walter 

had other ideas and searched fruitlessly for Swallowtail caterpillars but did turn up a Spurge hawk 

caterpillar searching for a suitable pupation site. It was then on to Harouda but with just one more 

scheduled stop for Crocus niveus at its type location. As usual the site delivered a great many perfect 

and huge specimens some rivaling a small Tulip for size. There were good numbers of Spiranthes 

spiralis which although not a huge surprise we hadn’t noted them at this site before on several 

previous visits. After half an hour or so we at last arrived at Harouda. It takes a bit of navigating 

through the labyrinthine village but the effort is so worth it. We parked up by its exquisite ancient 

church and while the group explored lunch was prepared. There are acres and acres of long 

abandoned groves here which have created the perfect habitat for Sternbergia lutea. The plants 

here closely match the concept of Sternbergia lutea lutea with very large flowers and apple green 

almost stripeless leaves. Oron hypothesises that this is in fact a selection from ancient times and has 

been originally planted by locals around churches and houses. True or not it seems a sound enough 

theory and here quite literally countless bulbs have found the conditions ideal to proliferate. It was 

hard to pull people away as ever on these trips but as time was marching on we headed for home 

but with just one more stop namely Kelefi castle. The castle affords a spectacular view over the 

surrounding area and just happens to be a great spot for Narcissus serotinus. Fortuitously the bulbs 

were not quite so advanced as at Vathi and lots of pictures were taken and as an added bonus yet 

more Spiranthes in very nice condition were found before we returned to Gythio 

 



 

Lambokampos 

 

It was an absolutely beautiful sunny morning in Gythio, enough to tempt almost everybody out of 

bed early for a promenade. Walter even found time to photograph Pipefish and Blenny’s from the 

sea wall. After yet another relaxing breakfast we headed West this time. Before too long we gained 

altitude pretty quickly through beautiful jagged and crumbly limestone habitat. Abundant window 

views of Crocus niveus and Euphorbia rigida whet our appetite before our first stop of the day. The 

habitat was boulder strewn with Cistus and several spiny shrub species. Unusually both Arbutus 

andrachne and unedo were growing together too. Within minutes some ‘new’ Crocus were found 

namely the distinctive and easy to identify Crocus biflorus melantherus and more ambiguous Crocus 

laevigatus , most of which were completely white with only a few showing faint feathering on the 

outers. There were plenty of other dicots to keep us busy including Thymelaea tartonraira and 

pretty crimson-flowered but foul smelling Putoria calabrica. Cirl buntings filled the air with their 

songs and Linnets flitted about seemingly everywhere. We then moved on and into a valley where 

we traditionally look for Crocus cancellatus mazziaricus. As soon as we got out of the mini-buses we 

easily found them, the good light had encouraged them to open their star-like flowers wide. Some 

were even forcing their way through the degraded tarmac on the side of the road! We then pressed 

on towards the main stop of the day, climbing steadily again for a while before the long winding 

road down to a village. The road was lined in places with fantastic fiery-red Cotinus in their glorious 

autumnal guise along with lots of showy Erica manipuliflora full of flowers. In the village itself we 

wandered around the labyrinth of lanes and smallholdings and before too long there were ‘oohs ‘ of 

pleasure at the myriad Crocus goulimyi growing in any ground that hadn’t been recently cultivated. 

We went into an ancient meadow walled with stunning weathered stone. Amongst some fantastic 

old and gnarled Acers were Cyclamen crassifolium, Sternbergia lutea and of course lots of Crocus 

goulimyi. But in an old threshing circle were plentiful of Crocus laevigatus, this time showing more of 

the characteristic feathering that helps to identify them. We retraced our steps for the 12km or so to 

the plateau that overlooks the village. Amongst the boulder strewn habitat of stunted Abies, 

Quercus and Juniper scrub were Crocus boryi, niveus and biflorus melantherus and also hadriaticus 

that seemed to prefer the margins of lightly cultivated land that the locals had somehow managed 

to till in this rough terrain. After lunch in a handy roadside shelter we headed back towards Gythio. A 

few miles on someone spotted a big colony of Crocus boryi which had everybody piling out to get a 

better view. They were joined by scattered Colchicum cupani. The locals in a nearby house were 

clearly wondering what of earth was going on especially with lots of people on their hands and knees 

taking photographs! We got back into Gythio with a bit of time to spare so it was a popular choice to 

head for the lighthouse on the peninsula that overlooks the bay. To our great surprise there were 

numerous Spiranthes spiralis (hadn’t noted them hear before) but it was the infinite variation 

amongst the Cyclamen graecum we had come to see. There seemed to be an endless array of leaf 

colour, pattern and size that kept people amused for quite some time before it was time to head 

back for dinner. 

 

Vathia and Cape Matapan 

 



Yet another fine morning – we could get used to this! We entered a steep cliffy valley and stopped 

to admire a pretty good specimen of Campanula versicolor albeit rather high up and difficult to get 

to. While we were busy doing this Walter had gone on characteristic walkabout and with the eyes of 

a hawk had picked out an Oleander hawkmoth dangling from a shrub about thirty feet above us. 

How he saw it remains a great wonder to us all as it was as cryptic as could be and took a lot of 

describing to everybody just where it was. Eventually it was gently ‘coaxed’ down for a closer look 

where its beauty could be admired in close-up. Pressing on we passed through lots of abandoned 

Olive groves and in one them we saw a Golden jackal scurrying away as we approached. We drove 

through the town onto a plateau again a landscape of abandoned terraces. Black kites circled above 

and lots of Linnet flocks were moving around. There were great thickets of spiteful Calicotome 

villosa much favoured by perching Stonechat. On the botanical front there were hundreds of 

Narcissus serotinus to enjoy interspersed with Cyclamen graecum, Prospero autumnalis and a few 

Colchicum parlatoris, the latter were pretty much past their best. We next popped into the town for 

a walk and a coffee. On a steep rocky slope right next to the sea, we found a broad–leaved form of 

Colchicum cupanii, much like f glossophyllum. Lunch was taken a few miles further on at the iconic 

Mani village of Vathia. While the food was being prepared people wandered around. Walter 

excitedly returned with reports of several Spurge hawkmoth caterpillars. When we investigated 

further it seemed like just about all the spurges in the area - Euphorbia rigida and characias had 

larvae of one instar or another on them. Next stop was at Cape Matapan, the most southerly point 

of the Peloponnese and site of the ominously named ‘Death oracle’ – now a pile of rocks to the 

heathens amongst us. It just happens to be the type locality of the newly described subspecies of 

Prospero autumnalis, ssp latifolia. It may be very rare internationally but there were plenty to be 

seen here as well as Cyclamen graecum and a few abraided Colchicum parlatoris. We had come 

down the west side of the peninsula and decided to return home along the eastern side. The road 

zig-zags pretty steeply on this side and it took a bit of time to drive up but the effort is so worth it. 

The scenery overlooking the sea is spectacular to say the least. After a while the road became flatter 

and easier to negotiate. Soon we were reunited with Crocus niveus in great numbers. Some jumbo 

sized clumps proved irresistible and we were ‘forced’ to stop. We had barely moved when Oron was 

flashing his headlights in the second minibus meaning something had happened. With his sharp eyes 

he had somehow managed to spot a Little owl peeping out of a crevice in the roadside cliff. It had 

been a wonderful day so we headed back with just one more stop for an exquisite tiny chapel that 

wouldn’t look out of place in a Tolkien movie. 

 

Mystras and Langada pass 

 

Today it was time to start the last leg of the trip. We headed north towards Mystras. It was a 

pleasant drive in the sunshine and it didn’t seem at all long before we began to approach the ancient 

site. About a mile or so before arriving we stopped to allow people to take the essential photographs 

of the fortified village and its spectacular, imposing citadel. As usual the group were ferried to the 

top and mini-buses taken back down to rendez-vous and save tired legs from having to make the 

very steep return. After a couple of hours ‘doing culture’ we met up. Walter had decided to wait at 

the bottom as the car park is a reptile ‘hotspot’ in both senses of the word and was patiently waiting 

with a tiny Whip snake wrapped around his fingers. We then travelled the quarter of an hour or so it 

takes to reach the Langada pass. The road snakes up through stunningly beautiful forest enhanced 

even more at this time of year by the Plane trees whose leaves a beginning to take on the golds and 



reds of autumn. Lunch was taken in the wonderful purpose-built shelter next to a tiny whitewashed 

church overlooking the stream that runs through the valley. The church just happens to be the 

perfect spot to find our main target of the day – Galanthus reginae-olgae. After lunch everybody 

spread out and enjoyed the Snowdrops scattered amongst the huge gnarled Plane trees. We were 

lucky with the weather as it often rains up here even when it is sunny elsewhere. Lucky for us all 

except Walter who was hoping it would be wet as it tempts out the Fire salamanders from their lairs. 

There were a number of locals collecting Fungi and they were very keen to show us the fruits of their 

labours. Amongst a host of unfamiliar toadstools they had found some delicious looking Ceps and 

the Coral fungi – Ramaria flava. Just as we were leaving a group of Long-tailed tits were a pleasant 

surprise and would prove to be the last birds to make it on the trip list. Before setting off for the 

hotel we raced a few miles higher to see a disjunct colony of Colchicum boissieri. We were either too 

late or too early but there was only a solitary flower but a flower nonetheless! Time was getting on 

and so we headed straight back to the hotel for our last evening meal together and flight in the 

morning. 

 

 

  



SYSTEMATIC LIST 1 – PLANTS  

 

PTERIDOPHYTA  

 

Adiantiaceae 

Adiantum capillus-veneris   Maidenhair Fern   damp shaded cliffs  

Pteris vittata        On the coast road 

 

Aspleniaceae  

Asplenium ceterach    Rusty-back Fern   common in rocky crevices  

Asplenium trichomanes   Maidenhair Spleenwort Arendaina Gorge 

 

Dryopteridaceae 

Dryopteris villarii   (a buckler-fern)  Topolia, Sirikari 

 

Hypolepidaceae 

Pteridium aquilinum    Bracken    Scattered near acid soils  

 

Selaginellaceae  

Selaginella denticulata            Mediterranean Clubmoss      Common wet, shady places  

 

SPERMATOPHYTA 

GYMNOSPERMAE 

Araucariaceae  

Araucaria heterophylla   Norfolk Island Pine   Spilia Village  

 

Cupressaceae  

Cupressus sempervirens var. horizontalis  Cypress   Common, scattered  

Cupressus sempervirens var. sempervirens  Funeral Cypress  Common in urban areas, 

some hillsides 

Juniperus oxycedrus subsp. macrocarpa  Sea Juniper   Elafonisi  

Juniperus oxycedrus subsp. oxycedrus  Prickly Juniper  Omalos plateau, Kotsifou 

 

Ephedraceae  

Ephedra foeminea    (a joint pine)    Marathocephala 

 

Pinaceae  

Pinus halepensis subsp. brutia  Calabrian Pine  Common  

Pinus pinea      Umbrella pine  Planted, coastal areas  

Pinus nigra     Black Pine  Anopolis area 

 

ANGIOSPERMAE  

DICOTYLEDONES  

 

Acanthaceae  

Acanthus spinosus    Spiny Bear's Breech   Persistent seedheads, seen 

most days  

Thunbergia grandiflora  Bengal Clock Vine  Planted in gardens 

 



Aceraceae  

Acer sempervirens    Cretan Maple    Omalos plateau, Kotsifu  

 

Anacardiaceae  

Pistacia lentiscus    Mastic Tree    Common  

Pistacia terebinthus    Turpentine Tree   Common  

 

Apiaceae   

Crithmum maritimum    Rock Samphire   Elafonisi, Ravdouka 

Daucus carota    Wild Carrot    Persistent seed heads, 

common  

Eryngium campestre    Field Eryngo    Rocky fields, roadside 

Eryngium cretensis   Cretan Eryngo   Days 1 & 4 

Eryngium maritimum    Sea Holly    Sand dunes  

Foeniculum vulgare ssp. piperatum  Fennel     Common ,roadsides  

Ferula communis   Giant Fennel   Persistent flowering 

spikes (3,4,5) 

 

Apocyanaceae   

Nerium oleander    Oleander    Common along roadsides  

Plumeria rubra    Frangipani    Common in urban areas  

 

Araliaceae  

Hedera helix     Ivy     Common in shaded areas 

 

Aristolochiaceae  
Aristolochia sempervirens                  Evergreen Dutchman's Pipe     Leaves, Arendaina   

 

Asteraceae  

Carlina corymbosa     Flat-topped Carline Thistle Scattered 

Carlina gummifera    Pine Thistle    Phrygana & fallow fields  

Cichorium intybus    Chicory    Roadsides, Omalos 

Cichorium spinosum    Spiny Chicory   Omalos, Kali Sikia  

Dittrichia graveolens    Stink Aster   Day 3 

Dittrichia viscosa    Aromatic Inula  Very common  

Galactites tomentosa        Kali Sikia area 

Inula crithmoides    Golden Samphire   Elafonisi  

Otanthus maritimus    Cottonweed    Elafonisi  

 

Berberidaceae  

Berberis cretica    Cretan Barberry  Fruiting heavily, Omalos  

 

Boraginaceae   

Echium angustifolium   Narrow-leaved Bugloss  Along roadsides,  

persistent flower spikes   

Heliotropium europaeum  Heliotrope   On the way to the airport

   

Brassicaceae 

Brassica cretica       Kotsifou gorge 

Cakile maritima   Sea Rocket   Elafonisi, Kolymbari 



 

Cactaceae  

Opuntia ficus-indica    Prickly Pear    common in rocky places 

  

Campanulaceae   

Petromarula pinnata    Cretan Wall Lettuce   Kotsifou Gorge, new 

leaves in Arendaina 

 

Capparaceae  

Capparis spinosa    Caper    Coastal cliffs & rocks  

 

Caryophyllaceae  

Silene succulenta subsp. succulenta  (a campion)   Elafonisi Island  

 

Chenopodiaceae  

Salsola kali     Prickly Saltwort   Coastal beaches  

 

Cistaceae  

Cistus creticus subsp. creticus  Cretan Cistus    Leaves only, phrygana  

Cistus salvifolius    Sage-leaved Cistus   Leaves only, phrygana 

 

Convolvulaceae  

Ipomoea indica    (a morning glory)   Urban areas  

 

Crassulaceae  

Rosularia serrata        Tidy rosettes in rocky 

crevices  

Sedum sediforme    Mediterranean Stonecrop  Rocky crevices & gorge 

scree  

Umbilicus horizontalis   (a pennywort)    crevices & walls  

 

Cucurbitaceae  

Ecballium elaterium    Squirting Cucumber   Waste areas  

Bryonia cretica   White Bryony   Marathocephala 

 

Ericaceae  

Arbutus unedo    Strawberry Tree   Common in gullies  

Erica arborea     Tree Heather    Cliffs & gorges  

Erica manipuliflora    Autumn Heather   Frequent, phrygana 

 

Euphorbiaceae  

Euphorbia acanthothamnos   Greek Spiny Spurge   Common  

Euphorbia characias    Large Mediterranean Spurge  Common  

Euphorbia dendroides   Tree Spurge    Maritime cliffs, gorges  

Euphorbia dimorphocaulon                                                              Phrygana areas, Rhodopou 

Euphorbia paralias    Sea Spurge    Coastal areas  

Euphorbia peplis    Purple Spurge    Kolymbari beach 

 

Fabaceae 

Calycotome villosa    Hairy Thorny Broom   Rocky & phrygana areas  



Ceratonia siliqua    Carob     Common  

Ebenus cretica    Shrubby Sainfoin   Cliffs, Arendaina 

Genista acanthoclada   Spiny Broom    Phrygana   

Lotus pendunculatus   Birds Foot Trefoil  twisted seed pods, 

Marathocephala 

Ononis spinosa, ssp diacantha Spiny Rest Harrow  Omalos, Kali Sikia 

Robinia pseudoacacia   Robinia   Day 4 

Spartium junceum    Spanish Broom   Maquis & cliff areas  

 

Fagaceae  

Castanea sativa    Sweet Chestnut   Scattered, SW of Topolia  

Quercus coccifera   Kermes Oak    Common, like holly lvs  

Quercus ilex     Holm Oak    Frequent, evergreen lvs  

Quercus pubescens    White Oak   Scattered  

 

 

Juglandaceae  

Juglans regia     Walnut    Cultivated  

 

Lamiaceae  

Ballota pseudodictamnus   False Dittany    Rocky phrygana  

Calamintha nepeta   Lesser Calamint  Roadsides, Sirikari  

Origanum dictamnus    Cretan Dittany   Cliffs, Kotsifou Gorge 

Origanum vulgare    Marjoram   Rocky phrygana, Sirikari 

Phlomis cretica    Cretan Jerusalem Sage  Small shrub, leaflets 

below flower stemmed  

Phlomis fruticosa    Jerusalem Sage   Taller shrub, common 

upper leaflets stemless  

Rosmarinus officinalis   Rosemary    Roadside verges, 

Arendaina   

Satureja thymbra    Satureja   Day 3 

Thymus capitatus    Shrubby Thyme   in phrygana, rocky areas  

Thymus leucotrichus   a thyme   Arendaina gorge, lemon 

scented 

 

Malvaceae  

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis   Hibiscus    Cultivated  

Malva sylvestris    Common Mallow   Common  

 

Meliaceae 

Melia azedarach   Persian Lilac, Chinaberry Roadsides 

 

Moraceae  

Ficus carica     Fig     Frequent, cultivated  

Morus alba     White Mulberry   Cultivated for shade  

 

Myrtaceae  

Myrtus communis    Common Myrtle   Often near chapels 

 

Nyctaginaceae  



Bougainvillea glabra    Bougainvillea    Urban areas  

Mirabilis jalapa    Marvel of Peru  Common on roadsides 

 

Oleaceae  

Olea europaea subsp. oleaster  Wild Olive    Scattered in phrygana  

Olea europaea ssp europaea  Cultivated Olive  EVERYWHERE 

 

Oxalidaceae  

Oxalis pes-caprae    Bermuda Buttercup   Arendaina  

 

Phytolaccaceae  

Phytolacca americana   American Pokeweed    Roadsides 

 

Pittosporaceae 

Pittosporum tobira       Roadsides 

 

Platanaceae  

Platanus orientalis    Oriental Plane   Along streams  

 

 

Plumbagiaceae  

Limonium elaphonisicum   (a sea-lavender)   Elafonisi  

 

Primulaceae  

Cyclamen confusum        Topolia, Sirikari Gorge  

Cyclamen graecum subsp. graecum  Greek Sowbread   Common 

  

Punicaceae 

Punica granatum    Pomegranate    Cultivated  

 

Ranunculaceae  

Clematis cirrhosa    Virgin's Bower   Imbros  

Delphinium staphisagria                                 Arendaina, new seedlings 

Ranunculus bullatus       Arendaina 

 

Rhamnaceae 

Rhamnus lycioides subsp. oleoides     Phrygana day 3 

 

Rosaceae  

Crategus monogyna    Hawthorn    Frequent  

Eriobotrya japonica    Japanese Loquat   Cultivated  

Prunus dulcis     Almond    Cultivated  

Pyracantha coccinea    Firethorn    Planted, roadsides  

Pyrus spinosa     Wild Pear    Scattered  

Rubus sanctus    (a bramble)    Common  

Sarcopoterium spinosum   Thorny Burnet   Common  

 

Rubiaceae  

Rubia peregrina    Wild Madder      

 



Rutaceae  

Citrus limon     Lemon    Cultivated  

Citrus sinensis    Orange    Cultivated  

 

Salicaceae  

Populus alba     White Poplar    Common, roadsides  

Populus tremula    Aspen     Omalos  

 

Scrophulariaceae  

Antirrhinum majus    Snapdragon   Village walls  

Verbascum arcturus    Shrubby Mullein   Cliffs & gorges  

Verbascum sinuatum    Wavy-leaved Mullein  Scattered road verges  

Verbascum spinosum    Spiny Mullein    Scattered, Omalos  

 

Simaroubaceae  

Ailanthus altissima    Tree of Heaven   On roadsides and urban  

 

Solanaceae  

Mandragora autumnalis   Mandrake    Leaves only 

Solanum nigrum    Black Nightshade   Cliff edges & path verges, 

 day 3 

 

Styracaceae  

Styrax officinalis    Storax      In gorges, in fruit   

 

Tamaricaceae 

Tamarix spp    Tamarisk   Coastal 

 

Thymelaeaceae  

Daphne gnidiodes       Omalos Plateau 

Thymelaea hirsuta    Hairy Thymelaea   On the coast road towards 

Anapolis  

 

Ulmaceae  

Zelkova abelicea        Omalos plateau  

 

Urticaceae 

Urtica pilulifera     Roman Nettle           Coast road by the ferns 

  

Verbenaceae  

Lantana camara    Lantana    Urban areas  

Verbena officinalis    Vervain    Urban areas & villages  

Vitex agnus-castus    Chaste Tree    Cliffs & stream-beds   

 

MONOCOTYLEDONES  

 

Alliaceae 

Allium ampeloprasum                                                              Solitary, Scattered, dry 

seed heads 

Allium callimischon subsp. haemostictum    Kotsifou Gorge, days 2,3 



Allium chamaespathum       Green flowers days 1,6 

Allium commutatum                                                                 Scattered, dry seed heads 

Allium nigrum        Day 5 

Amaryllidaceae 

Narcissus serotinus    Late Daffodil    Topolia, Arendaina  

Pancratium maritimum   Sea Daffodil    Coastal beaches, Elafonisi 

         and Kolymbari  

Sternbergia lutea    Common Sternbergia   Cultivated, in villages  

Sternbergia lutea sicula   Slender Sternbergia   Sirikari, Kotsifou 

Arendaina 

 

Araceae  

Arisarum vulgare    Friar's Cowl    Leaves frequent  

Biarum davisii subsp. davisii       Kotsifou Gorge, Anapoli 

 

Asparagaceae 

  

Asparagus aphyllus subsp. orientalis Leafless Asparagus   Scattered  

Drimia numidica    Sea Squill    Very common 

Ornitogalum divergens                       Lesser Star of Bethlehem        Sirikari gorge, leaves 

Prospero autumnale    Autumn Squill   Common  

Prospero minimum                                                                             Rhodopou peninsula. 

Recent split, small pink flowers 

Ruscus aculeatus    Butcher's Broom   Frequent in wooded areas  

 

Colchicaceae 

Colchicum cretense        Omalos plateau  

Colchicum pusillum        Marathakefala 

Colchicum macrophyllum      Anapolis 

Smilax aspera     Smilax    Common  

 

Dioscoreaceae  

Tamus communis    Black Bryony    Woodland & scrub  

 

Iridaceae  

 

Iris unguicularis ssp. Cretensis                                         Kali Sikia road, lvs 

 

Juncaceae  

Juncus littoralis    Shore Rush    Elafonisi  

 

 

Orchidaceae  

Spiranthes spiralis    Autumn Lady's Tresses   Georgiopolis 

 

Poaceae  

Arundo donax     Giant Reed    Common   

Ammophila arenaria    Marram Grass   Sand dunes  

Phragmites australis    Common Reed   Wet areas  

 



 Smilacaceae 

Smilax aspera     Smilax    Common  

 

Xanthorrhoeaceae 

Asphodeline lutea    Yellow Asphodel   Persistent flower spikes,  

scattered, some leaves 

Asphodelus ramosus    Branched Asphodel   Scattered leaves  

 

 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 2 – BIRDS  

Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo  1,  Georgiopolis 

Griffon Vulture    Gypus fulvus    Common, seen most days 

Common Buzzard    Buteo buteo    Common and widespread  

Common Kestrel    Falco tinnunculus   Seen few times  

Moorhen                       Gallinula chloropus     Georgiopolis 

Coot      Fulica atra    Georgiopolis  

      

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon   Columba livia    Common & widespread  

 

Collared Dove    Streptopelia decaocto  Common, urban areas  

Scops Owl     Otus scops    Heard in the evening at 

Ravdouka, Anopolis  

Crested Lark     Galerida cristata   Elaphonisi  

Robin      Erithacus rubecula   Noted  

Blackbird     Turdus merula   Common species   

Blue Rock Thrush    Monticola solitarius   Anopoli, Elaphonisi   

Cetti’s Warbler    Cettia cetti    Heard day 1    

Blackcap    Sylvia atricapilla  

 

Great Tit     Parus major    Frequently recorded  

Jackdaw    Corvus monedula  Gorges 

Hooded Crow     Corvus cornis    Recorded every day  

Raven      Corvus corax    Frequent 

Tree Sparrow     Passer montanus  Villages  

Chaffinch     Fringilla coelebs   Common 

Greenfinch     Carduelis chloris  Recorded  

Goldfinch     Carduelis carduelis   Small flocks Omalos 

 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 3 - BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS 

Swallowtail     Papilio machaon   One seen by Mary  

Large White     Pieris brassicae   seen a couple 

Small White     Artogeia rapae   seen every day  

Common Blue    Polyommatus icarus    

Painted Lady     Cynthia cardui  seen most days  

Cardinal Fritllary   Argynnis pandora two at Elafonisi  



Cretan Grayling    Hipparchia cretica  seen most days 

Wall Brown     Lasiommata megera  seen most days 

Oleander Hawk Moth caterpillar Daphnis nerii  Topolia  

Giant Peacock Moth   Saturnia pyri  Sirikari Gorge 

 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 4 – OTHER FAUNA  

Mammals  

Eastern Hedgehog    Erinaceus concolor     3 dead on road  

Weasel     Mustela nivalis 9 dead ! side of roads 

Badger     Meles meles  2 dead on road near Topolia 

 

 

 

 

Reptiles & Amphibians  

Balkan Green Lizard    Lacerta trilineata   Elafonisi 

Cretan Wall Lizard    Podarcis cretensis  scattered sightings around rocky 

Moorish Gecko        areas  

 

Invertebrates  

Blue-winged Grasshopper   Oedipoda coerulescens  common on dry rocky 

area  

Red-winged Grasshopper   Oedipoda germanica  common around dry rocky area  

Carpenter Bee    Xylocopa violacea  scattered 

Praying Mantis     Mantis religiosa   few seen   

Bush Cricket 

Ground Cricket 

Locust 

Millipede 

 


